


Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky intends to appoint 

Trista Wynne as pastor of Tillamook United 

Methodist Church in Oregon, beginning July 1, 

2021. 

Wynne, a certified candidate for ministry on the el-

der track who currently works as the director of min-

istries at Gresham UMC, will serve the Tillamook 

APPOINTMENT EXPRESS. April 26, 2021 

The Greater Northwest Area of the 

United Methodist Church 

A Fond Farewell 

My beloved church family, 

It has been a gift and a blessing to be worshipping with you since June of 2019, and to be here on staff since September 

of the same year.  It is with joy that I share with you I have received my First Pastoral Appointment in the UMC.  In mid-

June, Matthew, his father, Earl, and I will pack up our kitties and move our home to a parsonage in Tillamook Oregon.  

Between now and then I will be doing coursework to become a Licensed Local Pastor so that I will have be able to offer 

sacramental rites for my new congregation. 

In the next month, I hope to visit many of you, via Zoom, in person, or through a phone call.  Please call or email me so 

we can set up a time to get together.  I would love to connect with as many of you as possible before our departure. 

Please hold us in your thoughts and prayers in these months of transition.  Pray for a swift sale of our first home, and 

that the new owners will love our well-established garden as much as we do.  We may need some help around our 

house to prepare it for sale.  If you are willing and able to paint a few walls, to sand our porch, to pack a few boxes, or 

to help us in other ways, please let me know. 

My final day with you, serving in my current role, will be May 31st.  In June, our primary focus will be preparing for our 

move. 

I feel a wide range of emotions with this transition, and I expect you will, too. 

I celebrate our time together, our shared ministry, and our heart connections.  I am deeply grateful to have had this 

time with you, to learn and to grow, even in the midst of these Covid times. 

Moving to a new town, and a new congregation—while still closed for in-person meetings—will pose unique challenges.  

I trust that you will continue to hold me in your thoughts and prayers, even as we physically part ways. 

Thank you for your love and support throughout the time I have been with you. 

Blessings to you all! 

Trista L Wynne, 

Assistant Pastor and Director of Ministries 



Brittany Allen, professional journalist and church council 

member, will be offering members of the Gresham UMC 

family an opportunity to tell their stories of their time in the 

church, beginning May 17. 

Brittany will interview and/or photograph members by re-

quest, compiling their stories into a larger book showcasing 

the voices and experiences of the church.  

Those interested in being interviewed should email the fol-

lowing information to Brittany at britvictoria93@gmail.com: 

 Name 

 Availability after May 17 

 Preferred place to meet 

 Contact information 

 If you plan to be photographed 

You can also call Brittany at 509-607-3582 to arrange a time to be interviewed. 

Masking is encouraged, though Brittany will be fully vaccinated by May 12. 

mailto:britvictoria93@gmail.com


CHARGE CONFERENCE ACTION 

Land Sale 
Gresham United Methodist held a Charge Conference on Sunday, April 25 and voted 

to sell the two lots on Norman Street, and to place the proceeds in the unrestricted 

endowment. 

Our apologies for the confusion related to the Zoom link—but in the end, there were 

approximately 45 persons in attendance. 

Thank you for your participation. 

TO Pastor Steve Lewis and Gresham UMC Staff: 

Our sincerest thank you for giving of your time, love and support 

of our dad (Dick) over the years. And Steve for your authentic 

words and stories shared at the memorial service.  

All the cards and notes of encouragement sent to Dick near the end 

of his life were heartfelt. Even though he was unable to respond, he 

received and was appreciative of every one. 

We have many memories at GUMC> Mark attended Kindergarten 

there; Beth , many musical activities; and Mike was married there. 

On behalf of dad, please accept this as our thank you and continu-

ally sharing the love of Jesus Christ. 

Sincerely,  

The Dowsett Children (Mike, Beth and Mark) 



Zoe Schuck is attending Gustavus Adolphus College in Saint Pe-
ter, Minnesota, where she a Music major, with a minor in 
Peace, Justice and Conflict Studies. 
Zoe writes, “I was attracted to the QuadW internship in Port-
land because I wanted to have the opportunity to  make a real 
difference in a community I feel I am connected to. There are so 
many things that bring me joy, but the thing that makes me 
happiest is singing. Aside from that, I love simple get-togethers 
with my friends, and I also love to bake.”  

Meet QuadW Intern, Zoe . . . 

A & E BOOK STUDY 

Discussion questions for the book will be provided every week. Email Brittany Allen 

at britvictoria93@gmail.com to register for the study and to receive the discussion 

questions in advance. 

All of the study information can also be found on the GUMC website HERE . 

On Wednesday, June 2 at 7:00 PM, we will hold a closing discussion of all three 

books from the study and  welcome any ideas for future efforts to make Gresham 

UMC a more inclusive and welcoming church. 

mailto:britvictoria93@gmail.com
https://www.greshamumc.com/post/join-the-conversation-on-queer-theology-via-zoom


WOMEN’S SHELTER POTLUCK 

Reminder 

Every 4th Tuesday of the month we are hosting a potluck dinner for the women at the 

Shelter.  

Mark May 25th on your calendar and please contact me with what you’d like to share. 

Since the weather is getting nicer, I am hoping for BBQ type food . . . Hamburgers hot 

dogs, or sausages; sides to include potato salad, baked beans, chips, fruit salad, coleslaw, 

lemonade, buns, etc. What’s your favorite picnic food?  

Email or call me with what you would like to contribute. 

NEXT DATE: Tuesday, May 25 

Contact Kathy Kari to sign up. 

tklady@aol.com or 630-632-2879 



“ Fairest Lord Jesus” 

HYMNS OF THE FAITH 

 Fairest Lord Jesus; Ruler of all nature, 

O Thou of God and man the Son. 

Thee will I cherish; Thee will I honor, 

Thou my soul’s glory, joy, and crown. 

 This hymn (UMH 189) came from Roman Catholic Jesuits in Germany. It first appeared in 1677 in a Jesuit 

hymnbook titled Münster Gesangbuch, but the text of the hymn was in existence at least fifteen years earlier, for 

it has been found in a manuscript dating back to 1662. Yet the origin of the words remains a mystery. 

Who translated it into English? That, too, is a mystery. How appropriate that no human author draws attention 

from the great theme of this song. There’s no source to distract from the subject, no story to detract form the Sav-

ior. 

This hymn emphasizes the beauty and wonder of Christ, and it alludes to His dual nature, that He was both human 

and divine, God made flesh, the God-Man: O Thou of God and man the Son… Son of God and Son of Man... 

It brings to mind one of the greatest observations ever made about Christ, uttered by the “golden-mouthed” 

preacher of Antioch, John Chrysostom, in a fourth-century sermon: 

“I do not think of Christ as God alone, or man alone, but both together. 

For I know He was hungry, and I know that with five loaves He fed five thousand. 

I know He was thirsty, and I know that He turned the water into wine.  

 I know He was carried in a ship, and I know that He walked on the sea. 

I know that He died, and I know that He raised the dead. 

I know that He was set before Pilate, and I know that He sits with the father on His throne. 

I know that He was worshiped by angels, and I know that He was stoned by the Jews. 

And truly some of these I ascribe to the human, and others to the divine nature. 

 For by reason of this, He is said to have been both God and man.” 

 Beautiful Savior! Lord of all nations! 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 

Now and forever more be Thine. 

By Robert J. Morgan in “Then Sings My Soul” 



WOMEN’S NEWS 

May 2021 

Visit with friends OUTSIDE! 

 Wear a mask! 

  Bring a lawn chair—your water bottle and 

    A PERSONAL HYGIENE ITEM for the Women’s Shelter! 

(The church parking lot!) 

Saturday, May 15 — 1:30 PM 

This is our first attempt to gather for over a year 
and ALL WOMEN ARE WELCOME!  

Don’t miss this opportunity to see your friends and 
catch up on sharing news! 

Wear comfortable clothes and shoes to participate 
in a short time of gentle stretching exercises led by 
our “in-residence” leader, Diane O’Malley! (Or you 
can just sit and talk if that suits you better!) 

In case of rain, we will meet the following Saturday, 
May 22, at 1:30. 

*** SUGGESTED HYGIENE ITEMS*** 

 Shampoo and condition 

 Body wash 

 Toothpaste and tooth brushes 

 Disposable razors 

 Deodorant 

 New or gently-used bath towels 

Come   



Gresham Women Are 

Thankful Women! 

April 23rd was EARTH DAY and our attention was given to the many gifts of “Mother 
Earth” that sustain our lives: the air, waters, earth, resources, beauty.  

We were reminded that “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. And 
God saw everything that he had made, and it was VERY GOOD.” (Genesis 1:1 and 1:31) 

But EARTH DAY also  brought our attention to the myriad ways that God’s gifts are not all 
GOOD for us today. The resources of the earth are being depleted, polluted, destroyed 

by our greed, selfishness and lack of concern. There are many persons, however, who are 
working to protect and restore the earth to its natural functions through research, legis-

lation, personal sacrifice.  

We are grateful for the efforts of all those who seek to protect and restore what God has 
given us so that generations who follow us can flourish and enjoy God’s great creations. 

 

 RETELL—May 17 

Retell Reading Group will meet via Zoom at 

10:00  to discuss two books: The Giver of 

Stars by Jo Jo Moyes and The Bookwom-

an of Troublesome Creek by Kim Richard-

son. 

Both are historical fiction stories about wom-

en who delivered library books on horseback 

during the Great Depression. 

NOTE: Laurel Brown and Carol Reeve are 

planning to join us on Zoom!    YOU are al-

ways welcome to sit in on the discussion… 

even if you haven’t read the book! 

NEW BOOKS 

There are three new books on the Book Cart in the West Fireside Room at church. These books 

are on the 2021-2022 UMW reading list and are available to everyone: 

 Rise!. . .  From Caged Bird to Poet of the People. . . Maya Angelou (Leadership 

Development) 

 Gum Moon—a novel of San Francisco Chinatown (Education for Mission) 

 Indian No More (Nurturing for Community) 



STATEMENT ON RACIAL JUSTICE 

From National Organization of United Methodist Women 

“Stop Criminalizing Communities of Color in the United States.” 

This resolution, initiated by United Methodist Women, was adopted by the UMC General Conference in 2016 

Targeted over-policing and escalation of conflict during police  encounters in communities of color not only results in extrajudicial 

killings, but also the mass incarceration of men and women of color, which results in untold hundreds of thousands burdened for life 

with police records that hinder their advancement in life. This is the same spirit that drives the growth in school-biased policing, the 

pushout of students of color and the school-to-prison pipeline. The proliferation of smartphone videos is revealing for all to see what 

communities of color have been testifying to for decades about too many of their encounters with law enforcement, but they were 

not believed. 

United Methodist Women urges our members, our church, our nation to not deny what is being exposed but to acknowledge the 

truth about racial injustice we are seeing with our own eyes. Methodist Women reiterates the call of the “Stop Criminalizing Commu-

nities of Color” resolution and calls on the church to act on its own commitment to: 

*** Stop the criminalization of communities of color and the cacophony of “wars” being waged against these communities. 

***Make the enforcement and protection of international human rights law central to criminal justice and immigration policies. 

***End racial/ethnic/religious profiling by law enforcement officers and end “zero tolerance” policies in schools. 

We pray God’s grace to help our nation to face truth, do justice, love mercy so that we can walk humbly with God. 

MISSION PRIORITIES FOR UNITED METHODIST WOMEN: 2021-2024 

Every four years the national Board of Directors of UMW chooses a focus for learning about and acting upon 

social issues in order to make a collective positive impact. For the 2021-24 quadrennium, UMW will have two 

mission priorities:  1) Climate Justice: Just Energy for All; and 2) Criminalization of Communities of Color and 

Mass Incarceration: Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline 

JUST ENERGY FOR ALL 

The adverse impacts of global climate change dispro-

portionately affects individuals and nations least respon-

sible for the emissions that are deemed to cause dam-

aging changes to the earth. Climate change affects air, 

water, food supply and secure shelter, thus affecting the 

health of millions and displacing whole communities, 

especially indigenous peoples and people of color. The 

United Nations reports that 80% of those being dis-

placed by climate change worldwide are women! 

United Methodist Women can advance just energy for 

all by advancing both public and personal witness to 

press governments and private company leaders to re-

duce dependence on fossil fuels and advance renewa-

ble energies through just and equitable laws and poli-

cies. 

INTERRUPTING SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE 

The “school-to-prison pipeline” is a term used to describe 

how children and youth of color are rerouted by systems 

and institutions away from educational success and toward 

the criminal justice system. According to the US Depart-

ment of Education: 

 Black students are three times more likely than White 

students to be suspended and expelled. 

 12% of Black girls are suspended, compared to 2% of 

White girls. 

 Native American students are less than 1% of the stu-

dent population but comprise 3% of students experi-

encing expulsion and 2% of student suspensions. 

 31% of students experiencing school-based arrests 

are Black, though Black children and youth make up 

only 16% of total school enrollment 

These and other statistics point to an educational crisis for 

students of color… we call this the pipeline to prison. 

As UMW we will continue to work for interrupting this edu-

cational crisis and work to build a better future for children 

and youth by educating ourselves, starting or joining local 

efforts, talking to key decision-makers and supporting 

young leaders in our communities. 

WE BELIEVE: 

 Until poverty, violence, inequality, racism, preventable 

deaths cease, 

 Until women and children are no longer marginalized, 

 Until we live in a world in which all thrive, 

         Women need to be organized for mission! 



May 
    

 BIRTHDAYS  

Claudell Metzger 

Joey White 

Marianne Hartman 

Renee Lewis 

Rick Grimsted 

Kyle Moore 

Dick Strathern 

Vinnie Hammond 

Dan Symons 

Don Weber 

Cynthia Flynn 

Rob Emmons 

Gisela Weber 

Matthew Harrison 

Emily Madrigal 

Larry Crawford 

Ty Symons 

Lianne Bailey 

Becky Trautman 

  

  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Glenn & Kristin White 

Rick & Laurel Grimsted 

Walt & Vivian McCoy 

  







Senior Pastor:  Dr. Steven Lewis 
   503-515-5468 
   steve@greshamumc.com 
 
Assistant Pastor   Trista Wynne 
Director of Ministries trista@greshamumc.com 
 
Treasurer:  LaVerne Lewis 
   treasurer@greshamumc.com 
 
Office Admin:  Jackie Scott 
   office@greshamumc.com 
 
Organist:   Bonnie Meeder 
   bonnie@greshamumc.com 
 
Choir & Bell Director: Solveig Nyberg 
   solveig@greshamumc.com 
 
Praise Director:  Chance Eichner 
   chance@greshamumc.com 
 

Worship Online 

Virtual worship services are posted 

each Sunday on the church’s 

website:  Greshamumc.com.  

  

Gresham United 

Methodist Church 
 

620 NW 8th Street 

Gresham, OR 97030 
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