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Dear Church Family, 

We have all followed the COVID-19 stories over the last four months. For me, it is like herding 

cats. Each time we try to make a decision about reopening and programs, new cases arise 

and we are forced to rethink our strategy. 

As I said last Sunday, we will not attempt to reopen for in-person services, either outdoor or 

indoor, until at least August. As cases of COVID-19 increase, it makes it hard to predict where 

this is all going.  

Trista is working on ways to gather small groups safely in compliance with county rules and 

conference guidelines. The garden program is one way to be outside, help out and build rela-

tionships with our partners Doulas Latinas. See the “Connecting” column on the next page for 

other options for support and fellowship. 

Please be patient with us as we navigate this historic pandemic. We continue to work toward 

longer-term solutions for recording services and sharing them online. I realize that some of 

you do not have access to online worships. I am sorry that we have not been able to meet for 

the last four months. Please let us know if we can be helpful to you. 

Stay home and stay safe. 

      Blessings, 

      Steve 

 

Dr. Steve Lewis, Pastor 

CHURCH UPDATE 

CONGRATULATIONS and BEST WISHES 

to  

ANDREW WALTON 

On his graduation from 

Gresham High School! 

Andrew plans to enroll at Portland State 

University to study music.  



Gardening Together for the Common Good 

Our congregation and the Doulas Latinas are getting 

together in the garden on Saturdays from 10 am to 

Noon. You are welcome to join in! 

Please ring your gardening gloves, a water bottle, a 

sun hat and a little snack to keep your energy up. You 

may also want to bring a sack lunch to enjoy under 

the shade of the cherry trees or our pop-up canopy. If 

you have a hoe, or other long-handled garden tools, 

bring them as well. You may want to label yours, in 

case you lend it to a friend in our work party. Small 

trowels may also be useful for transplanting small 

plants or putting in “pollinator attracting” flowers in 

the native herb bed. 

Please have a mask easily accessible. There is plenty 

of space to maintain a heathy distance while working I 

the large field, but sometimes we need to be in closer 

proximity as we assist one another with certain tasks.  

Our goals in the garden include fostering relationships 

between the community of our congregation and the 

Latinx Community of our Doulas Latinas partners. Hav-

ing times of fellowship and conversation between (or 

after) working side-by-side in the garden is highly en-

couraged! 

 

Trista Wynne, Director of Ministries & Assistant Pastor 

CONNECTING 

Saturday Lunch Bunch 

Whether you are able to physically participate in gar-

den, or you want to simply join us for fellowship 

time, you are welcome to come on Saturdays at 

12:30 for a Picnic on the Lawn. Bring your lunch, a 

blanket to spread on the lawn, or your favorite 

camping chairs, and enjoy a bit of conversation and 

heartening story time.  

Tea Time with Trista Continues 

IN PERSON!   

Tuesdays, 2:00—3:30 pm 

Our small group has been meeting via ZOOM for the 

past few months. Now we are beginning to gather in 

person under the cherry trees by the garden. We bring 

our camping chairs or a blanket to spread on the lawn 

and simply share from the heart. Let Trista know if you 

can make it.  (trista@greshamumc.com or text to 503-

380-4164) 

Monday Morning Prayer 

We have been meeting via Zoom each week to pray for our community, but as the warmer weather 

settles in, we are beginning to meet outside near the garden. We hold prayer requests in confidence. If 

you would like to join us, let Trista  know via email or text. We meet each Monday at 11:30 am. This pray-

er time is open for everyone. Please let us know how we can pray for you! 

  



 

JULY 
  

 BIRTHDAYS  

 Sharon Davis 

 Judie Kissinger 

 Jean Moore  

 Thomas Flynn 

 Justin Ross 

 Carol Reeve 

 Solveig Nyberg 

 Alan Bailey 

 Katherine Horswell 

 Larry Kissinger 

 Deana Strathern 

 Sue Andersen 

 Don Freeman 

 Mary Kissinger 

 Avery White 

 Vivian McCoy 

 ANNIVERSARIES 

 Lynn & Kathy Stafford 

 Chuck & Linda Harrison 

 Cecil & Gail Miller 

 Truman & Hannah Grandey 

 Jeff Reardon & Annette Mattson 

 Pete & Judy White 

 Larry  Crawford & Loretta  

 Woodrum 

 Nathan & Tricia Jenner 

 Clark & Ruth Hofmann 

 Curt Cassingham & Bonnie Meeder 

   

CHANGE of ADDRESS 

CAROL REEVE, One of GUMC’s longest tenured 

members, will be moving to Bend at the end of 

July. She will take up residence at Aspen Ridge 

retirement community where she will be close to 

family members who live and/or visit in Central 

Oregon.  

Carol writes, “I know I will miss the green trees 

and brilliant colors of the flowers, but will enjoy 

the beauty of the Cascade Mountains. I will hold 

all of you in my prayers.” 

Carol’s new address is: 

1010 NE Purcell Boulevard, Apt. 201 

Bend, OR 97701 



Solveig Nyberg 

EXPLORING THE HYMNS AND SONGS OF OUR FAITH 

In a recent staff meeting, I was encouraged by Lydia Henry and Trista Wynne to share stories of hymns for the church newsletter. 

This has always been in the back of my mid, so the encouragement spurred me on. 

Singing hymns has been a vital part of our Methodist worship since the beginning. We carry the words and tunes of hymns through-

out our lives and they strengthen our Christian faith. 

I asked our choir members to share their favorite hymns as inspiration. “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (UMH 400) was the 

first one Sue DeFranco mentioned. The words speak to her, and the early American tune is powerful to sing: 

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 

Perhaps all hymns are, to some extent, biographical in that they reveal something of the author’s spiritual experience. In some 

hymns, the autobiographical thread is stronger and more obvious. Such is the case with British Baptist hymn writer Robert Robinson 

(1735-1790) who, as a barber’s apprentice, fell under the powerful influence of George Whitefield’s preaching. 

A favorite line in the last stanza, “Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love,” is thought to be particularly autobi-

ographical, referring to Robinson’s early life, when his mother sent him to London to be an apprentice. It was during this time, ac-

cording to hymnologist Kenneth Osbeck, that “he associated with a notorious gang of hoodlums and lived a debauched life” until he 

came under the spell of Whitefield. 

After his conversation in 1755, Robinson first preached at a Calvinist Methodist chapel at Mildenhall, Suffolk, and then founded his 

own independent congregation at Norwich. He was re-baptized in 1759 after taking up Baptist theological perspectives. 

This led to his nearly 30-year relationship as pastor of Stone Yard Baptist Church at Cambridge. Baptist hymnologist William Reyn-

olds notes that Robinson “was an unusual man, and, while lacking formal education, he rose to great prominence as a preacher, 

scholar.” Robinson published A History of Baptists in 1790.  

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing,” written in 1758, was the first hymn in A Collection of Hymns for the use of the Church of 

Christ meeting in Angel-Alley, Whitechapel, 1759. Martin Madan included the first three stanzas in his A Collection of Psalms and 

Hymns (1760), which established the practice of eliminating the original fourth stanza. 

UM Hymnal editor Carlton Young laments the omission, saying it “eliminates the apocalyptic climax of the author’s invitatory prayer 

to the Holy Spirit.” The missing stanza reads: 

O that Day when freed from sinning, I shall see thy lovely Face; 

Clothed then in blood-washed linnen [sic] how I’ll sing thy sovereign grace; 

Come, my Lord, no longer tarry, take my ransom’d Soul away; 

Send thine Angels now to carry me to realms of endless Day. 

One of the most obvious biblical allusions appears in stanza two: “Here I raise mine Ebenezer, hither by thy help I’m come.” The 

Hymnal Revision Committee for the 1989 UMH received requests to alter this stanza by omitting the term “Ebenezer,” which means 

Stone of Help,” a reference to 1 Samuel 7:12: “Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Jeshanah, and named it 

Ebenezer; for he said, ‘Thus far the Lord has helped us.’” Not finding a suitable substitute for Ebenezer, the Committee chose to 

maintain the original language. 

On this side of the Atlantic, the tune NETTLETON has been the most common, but not exclusive, musical setting for this famous and 

well-loved text.  

~ History of Hymns, UMC Discipleship Ministries, C. Michael Hawn 



Connecting With Us Online  

As They Serve Their Local Communities 

MEET OUR QUAD W INTERNS 

My name is Carlee Palmateer. I am from Salina, Kansas. 

I am now attending school in Hays, Kansas, at Fort Hays 

State University. I am majoring in Physical Education, 

and hope to teach at the middle or high school level. 

I have grown up n the church, and over the years I’ve 

built a stronger relationship with God. So, when I heard 

about this internship, I jumped at the opportunity be-

cause I know it will teach me more about myself, how to 

work with others, and most importantly it will help me get 

closer with God. I cannot wait to learn more and see 

what God has in store for me through this internship! 

One of the ministries in our congregational life that has shifted significantly in this time of worldwide pan-

demic is our summer QuadW program, where college-aged interns come to us from across the United States 

in order to help us minister in our neighborhood. Although they are unable to join us in person, Steve and 

Trista have been meeting with our QuadW interns via online means, and they have been creating projects to 

take action in the areas where they currently live. 

Some are creating college ministries in their home churches. Others are developing programs to connect with 

children or serve the homeless in their areas. One is preparing to do hospice work which, as you know, has a 

special place in Trista’s heart. Two of our young women are discerning a call into the ministry. 

We have been studying a curriculum together that asks questions about the importance of community, ex-

plores how our own story is part of the Greater Story woven through Scripture, and invite these young peo-

ple to explore their own sense of mission  given their gifts, talents and sense of identity. We read the gospels 

together, hear guest speakers share about what missional work looks like from intercultural perspectives, 

and we have one-on-one times to explore each student’s spiritual development. 

Take a few minutes to read about these students from their own words. Pray for each one by name. We 

hope they can join us in person next year! 



 

 

Hi, my name is Emmerie Roth, I am from McCook, 

Nebraska. I am a senior at Fort Hays State Univer-

sity in Hays, Kansas, studying Social Work. Some-

thing to know about me, is that I love being 

amongst nature. QuadW Missional Internship capti-

vated me by its mission for spiritual formation and 

community involvement.  

My name is Sydney Simmons and I am from Houston, TX. I 

am a rising sophomore at the University of North Texas! 

One thing that captivates me about the QuadW Missional 

Internship is that there is such an emphasis on the im-

portance of community.  

Hi! My name is Hannah Lee. I am from Newberg, 

OR headed into senior year at George Fox Universi-

ty, where I am studying communications, writing, 

and theology. While I am still exploring theologies 

and denominations, my current home church is Vil-

lage Church in Beaverton. It is a multicultural church 

that centers around diversity in God's Kingdom and 

racial justice. I am looking forward to continuing 

forming my faith with this internship and learning 

how to be a better Kingdom builder. I also fuel all my 

activism and Kingdom work with seltzer  



My name is Nathalie Valenzuela.  I am attending Humboldt 

State University and I am majoring in Pure Mathematics 

and I am supposed to graduate in Spring 2021. I come from 

the central valley in California but currently live in Arcata for 

school. I live like 10 minutes from the beach, so I love going 

stargazing, hammocking by the beach or just go watch the 

sunset. And I also live next to the Arcata community forest, 

so I love going on hikes. And I decided to apply for the 

QUADW internship because I wanted to grow closer to God 

during the summer  

Hello! My name is Claire Amey and I am a soph-

omore majoring in Education at Birmingham 

Southern College in Alabama. I plan on attending 

seminary after college to pursue a career in min-

istry as well. The QuadW Missional Internship is 

so intriguing to me because I have a huge heart 

for teaching, music, building community, and 

learning theology. Can’t wait for this summer!  

Hi all! My name is Maranda Alix.  I am from Houston, 

Texas.  I am currently a junior in college at Texas 

Southern University.  I am the first in our family to at-

tend college and have high goals in my heart. Quad W 

is an opportunity for me to commune with the Lord and 

learn more about my faith while meeting new people.  



My name is Danielle LeGrand and I am a political science 

and theatre double major at Valparaiso University. I have a 

deep love for the arts and an even bigger love for mentor-

ing and helping others. At the moment, I am devoting my 

time too volunteering with Heart to Hospice, which is an 

organization that aids in the comfortability of terminally ill 

patients. Through this organization, I am able to help pa-

tients and families going through the grieving process by 

stimulating a therapeutic environment using the arts. I plan 

art projects for the patients and their families, as well as 

My name is Tetsuo Takahara  and I am an international 

student from Petaiing Jaya, Malaysia. I just graduated from 

Messiah College (soon to be university) and am currently 

residing in Reading, Pennsylvania. I am waiting to start my 

masters in higher education at Penn State University this 

fall. 
Through my girlfriend and her family, I heard about  

QuadW and got to hear about her time serving the program 

in the city of Reading. Based off of that, I had already de-

veloped an interest in serving in this way and was encour-

aged by her to apply for this summer’s position. During my 

time at Messiah, I served as a Resident Assistant and with-

in student government. It was in those positions that I de-

veloped a loved and appreciation for serving and develop-

ing young adults (or youths in general) as well as adminis-

trative organization. 
I am interested to see how this new online platform will pan 

out, but I know God will use us during this time to do His 

will despite the disruptions of COVID-19. 



WOMEN’S NEWS 

July 2020 

THERE ARE NO SCHEDULED MEETINGS OR GATHERINGS FOR JULY. 

There may be ZOOM meetings planned in the future. 

Watch for opportunities to join in. 

THINGS YOU CAN DO NOW 

 Send a donation to UMCOR.  UMCOR is working to relieve suffering around the globe 

during this pandemic. Send your check to GUMC and mark it for UMCOR. 

 Pray for Katherine Parker who is “stranded” in California with her parents until she can 

return to her work in Nepal. 

 Count your BLESSINGS… even through these difficult times… and generously “feed” 

your Thank Offering for safe shelter, opportunities to support friends, inventive ways to 

communicate with family, daily blessings of food, shelter, friends who support you. 

 Purchase personal hygiene items for the women’s shelter and the family shelter when-

ever possible. These will be collected whenever we begin to meet again. 

 Pay your Pledge to Mission or make a donation that will go to the work that is done for 

women, children and youth around the world through United Methodist Women. This is 

a good way to share the STIMULUS MONEY you received! Send your pledge or donation 

to Jean Moore at 1858 SE Eagle Lane, Gresham, OR 97080. 

If  you would like a copy of  the July-August UPPER 

ROOM, the church will be happy to mail one to you. 

They are available in regular or large print. Contact 

Jackie in the church office to let her know your prefer-

ence.  

Email office@greshamumc.com or call 503-665-1192.  



FINDING PEACE IN AN ANXIOUS 
WORLD? 

These are, indeed, strange and anxious 

times to be living in! Most of us are anxious 

about 

 Keeping ourselves safe from getting in-

fected by the coronavirus, 

 Losing income from investments, jobs, 

the effects of the “shut-down” times, 

 The demonstrations that often turn de-

structive and violent, 

 The rising numbers of those who are sick 

and dying from COVID-19, 

 Wondering how long this isolation will be 

for us, 

 The changes that we will see in our daily 

lives when this is over. What will the new 

normal look like? 

 

POSITIVE WAYS TO DEAL WITH 
YOUR ANXIETIES 

 Recall memories of good times with 

friends and family, gatherings and cele-

brations. 

 Remember people you know who lived 

through and survived troubled times: 

WWII, the Great Depression, the Korean 

War, Vietnam, 9-11, the 2008 recession. 

Find hope and strength in their stories. 

 Get outside yourself. Exercise, go outside 

if possible, look for beauty (virtual or re-

al)), listen to music, dance if you want to, 

sing in the shower! 

 Do something good for someone. Call a 

friend or write them a note, bake cookies 

and share them, find or invent creative 

ways to connect with others. 

TEND TO YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE 

 Recall or read your favorite scriptures. 

The Psalms are always good! 

  Look through a hymnal. Sing or read the 

words of your favorite songs. 

 Worship with GUMC on line—at your con-

venience. The staff works hard to bring us 

into fellowship by providing worship ex-

periences. 

 Read devotional material each day. Try 

using the internet if you don’t have inspi-

rational material on hand. There’s lots of 

good “stuff” out there. 

 Pray for others… coronavirus victims and 

those who care for them, people who 

have lost loved ones, those who have lost 

their livelihood and cannot pay their bills, 

those who cannot see their loved ones. 

 Make a hard copy of this Serenity Prayer 

and put it in a place where you will see it 

and pray it every day.  



 

Peace and Justice Team  

& 

Reconciling Ministry Team 

Celebrating PRIDE! Month 

EDUCATION — ADVOCACY — ACTION 

  

TOPIC: The Church and What it Means to be 
Reconciling: Our Stories 

Everyone is invited to attend Gresham UMC’s first Zoom (online)  

Peace and Justice Table-Talk Forum 

     Sunday, July 19th -  1:00 to 2:15 PM 
 12:30 – early log-in if you want/need to check your system 
 12:45 –Fellowship-Social Time  
 1:00 – 2:15 Forum 

             

Forum Presenters:  
 Brittany Allen 
 Marquis Boston  
 Pastor Tom Orquiza-Renardo 

  
While we are apart, we can still join in fellowship and conversation. This forum is an 
opportunity to hear stories from our clergy and church members and spend time in small 
facilitated group conversations.  You can call-in by phone if video zoom isn’t an option. 
 
PLEASE RSVP: We are asking everyone to RSVP to the church office by Sat. July 11th.   

You will receive the link, password or phone number to the online Zoom meeting, by email after RSVP’ing. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Church Office or LaVerne at 503-674-2574  
 
All presentations and forums are open to the UMC family which includes 

facilitated discussions and guided Q & A. 



Jan - May 20 Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Pledged Giving 86,814.21 210,200.00 41.3%
Non-Pledged Giving 16,141.00 32,000.00 50.4%
Loose Plate Offering 1,033.00 4,000.00 25.8%
MHCC Headstart Preschool 5,172.00 16,000.00 32.3%
MHCC Headstart Preschool Upper 8,436.00 20,000.00 42.2%
Building Usage 2,901.77 10,000.00 29.0%
Unrestrict Endowment (Salary) 3,750.00 7,500.00 50.0%
Malcolm Endowment/Music-Worship 0.00 2,400.00 0.0%
Hougen Endowment/Meals Ministry 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%
Fanning Endowment/Bldg Maint 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%
Misc. Income 339.33 500.00 67.9%

Shortfall Transfer from Reserve 0.00 12,925.96 0.0%

Total Income 124,587.31 317,525.96 39.2%

Gross Profit 124,587.31 317,525.96 39.2%

Expense
Apportionments-Mand 13,951.33 41,854.00 33.3%

Pastor Compensation 42,355.08 102,750.96 41.2%

Compensation-Staff 31,612.87 92,960.00 34.0%

Tax 3,042.19 8,930.00 34.1%

Trustees
Property/Grounds Maintenance 0.00 200.00 0.0%
Insurance-Building 5,778.25 12,000.00 48.2%
Janitorial Supplies 800.17 2,000.00 40.0%
Utilities-Electricity 3,794.39 12,000.00 31.6%
Utilities-Natural Gas 2,911.70 7,000.00 41.6%
Utilities-Telephone 862.35 2,600.00 33.2%
Utilities-Waste Disposal 957.31 2,500.00 38.3%
Utilities-Water, Sewer 4,649.99 10,000.00 46.5%
Van - Passenger 127.75 1,000.00 12.8%

Total Trustees 19,881.91 49,300.00 40.3%

Office Operations 4,033.60 9,006.00 44.8%

Programs/Ministries
Conference Lay Member 0.00 250.00 0.0%
Covenant Missionary 0.00 1,500.00 0.0%
Education 0.00 600.00 0.0%

Media/TechnologyAdvertising 593.87 1,800.00 33.0%
Missions Team 25.03 500.00 5.0%
Music/Ministries 9 AM 0.00 200.00 0.0%
Music/ Ministries 11 AM 822.79 1,200.00 68.6%
Peace and Justice Team 50.00 500.00 10.0%
Shelter Meals Ministry 634.69 3,600.00 17.6%
Sunday Fellowships 333.80 700.00 47.7%
Reconciling Ministries Team 221.77 800.00 27.7%
Worship 518.73 925.00 56.1%

Total Programs/Ministries 3,200.68 12,575.00 25.5%

Bank Charge 47.54 150.00 31.7%

Total Expense 118,125.20 317,525.96 37.2%

Net Ordinary Income 6,462.11 0.00 100.0%

Net Income 6,462.11 0.00 100.0%

1:03 PM Gresham United Methodist Church
Performance Budget 2020

January through May 2020



Worship Online 

Virtual worship services are posted 

each Sunday on the church’s web-

site:  Greshamumc.com.  

  

Senior Pastor:  Dr. Steven Lewis 
   503-515-5468 
   steve@greshamumc.com 
 
Director of Ministries Trista Wynne 
   trista@greshamumc.com 
 
Treasurer:  LaVerne Lewis 
   treasurer@greshamumc.com 
 
Office Admin:  Jackie Scott 
   office@greshamumc.com 
 
Organist:   Bonnie Meeder 
   bonnie@greshamumc.com 
 
Choir & Bell Director: Solveig Nyberg 
   solveig@greshamumc.com 
 
Praise Director:  Chance Eichner 
   chance@greshamumc.com 
 

Gresham United Methodist Church 

620 NW 8th Street 

Gresham, OR 97030 

 

Phone: 503-665-1192 

E-mail: office@greshamumc.com 

www.greshamumc.com 
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