
With Christians around the globe we will celebrate World Communion Sunday 
on October 4. World Communion Sunday has always been an act of unity. This 

year—even though we are apart—we can share in this act of unity. 

We invite everyone to come by the church to pick up a cup and wafer set to be 
used during online worship October 4. The sets are located at the Welcome 

Center. Please use the hand sanitizer, then select as many as you need. The 
church building is generally open 9:00-3:00 Monday through Thursday.  

If you would like a cup & wafer set but are unable to come to the church, we 
would be happy to bring one to you. If you have questions, please contact 

Steve or the church office. 
 

 



Leaning Into Lament continues 

meeting on Wednesday afternoons at 2:30 via Zoom.  

This is a Bible Study exploring Biblical narratives that 

assist us in unpacking our societal grief.  If you are 

interested in joining, please email Trista 

(trista@greshamumc.com) or call the church to leave 

a message.  This Wednesday afternoon study meets 

through October 21st.  

Lamenting Together: Sharing 

our Stories from the Heart is a 

time for us to come together and share how the 

losses of this current year or in the recent past 

have affected us.  This is a safe place for an explo-

ration and expression of our own emotional fluid-

ity.  We support one another with loving kindness 

and 

compas-

sion.  

Please 

Coming in November:  
A Book Study with Terrie Ham 
and Trista Wynne 

Pick up your copy of The Wild Edge of Sorrow: 

Rituals of Renewal and the Sacred Work of Grief by Francis Weller.  Join 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

We mourn the recent loss of three beloved GUMC members: 

John Goering 

Russ Hendrickson 

Ray Reynolds 

Please lift up in prayer these families in this time of great loss. 

Teatime with Trista continues to meet 

on Tuesdays at 2 pm.  As long as weather permits, 

we will be meeting outdoors.  This a joyful time to 

connect with one another with love and delight.  We 

often laugh at the absurdities of life and share how-

ever the Spirit leads.  Bring a camping chair to sit on 

and your favorite beverage.  Come and relax, enjoy a 

safely distanced gathering outdoors.  Send Trista a 

message or call the office if you have any questions 

about joining in. 

This photo is NOT the Gresham First Methodist 

Church camp meeting, but a representation of what it 

may have  looked like. 

This photo is NOT the Gresham First Methodist 

Church camp meeting, but a representation of what it 

may have  looked like. 

This photo is NOT the Gresham First Methodist 

Church camp meeting, but a representation of what it 

may have  looked like. 



WE ARE THE CHURCH 

Laity Sunday 

October 18 

We are planning something special for this year’s Laity Sunday and 

we need everyone’s help! 

Scripture tells us that we are the body of Christ and that each of 

us has a special role to play in being Jesus in the world. Since we 

are “the body,” we ask that you send us current or past pictures of 

yourself or your family to Trista or Jackie by October 11. In the 

meantime, we will also be looking for pictures of Church past 

(what did the first Gresham Methodist church look like?) Addition-

ally, we’d like pictures of current groups and ministries. 

Please contact Lydia, Tina or Trista if you have any questions. To-

gether we are the church: past, present and future. Let us cele-

brate! 

An Interesting Historical Note 

by Katie Kissinger 

The GUMC Council is doing a 6-month long 

study of whiteness, race and racism including 

several Research Circles looking at the local his-

torical and current dynamics. When my Re-

search Circle was seeing what we could find at 

the Gresham Historical Society, the Director 

there handed me “the file” on GUMC. It was in-

teresting and fun to look through it, but there was 

one typed paged that really caught my eye. 

Many of us knew that the First Methodist Church 

in Gresham was built in 1907, but did you know. 

. . 

In the mid-1800’s a group of Methodists managed to buy a lot for a small church building AND some acres for a 

“camp meeting” in what is now the Gresham area. At the camp meeting site, they added log seating for the con-

gregation and behind the pulpit they built a lean-to for the minister and his family to stay in when they visited. Oth-

er people in the congregation built lean-tos and sheds for their families which they used during the camp meet-

ings. One of those sheds became the first school “house” in the Gresham area (which was not even called Gresh-

am yet). So. . . That means our mission of being a teaching church is part of our very earliest roots!!!  

(NOTE: The picture above is NOT the Gresham 1st Methodist Church camp meeting, 

 but is a representation of  what it may have looked like.) 

  



BREWS AND BIBLE 

October Brews & Bible sessions will be facilitiated 

by guest leader Adam Jenkins. Join the Zoom conver-

sation at 6:30 pm on 2nd and 4th Thursday of the 

month. 

Topics will be:  

October 8: Jesus the Prophet 

October 22: What is a Prophetic Church? 

Zoom link will be sent via email on the day of the event.  

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY 

If you would like to be actively exploring the Christian faith, you are invited to join Robert 

Potter in Bible study. Robert is currently working through the gospel of Mark.  

Each Wednesday morning he will send out a post on a theological topic. There is no 

homework, no tests and no charge! 

Contact Robert at robpot9@msn.com 

Coming in November:  
A Book Study with Terrie Ham and Trista Wynne 
Pick up your copy of The Wild Edge of Sorrow: Rituals of Renewal and the Sa-

cred Work of Grief by Francis Weller.  Join Terrie and Trista in an online discus-

sion of this beautiful book that connects us to grief rituals in many traditions.   

In days gone by, our ancestors knew how to move with the wide variety of 

emotions without labeling them as “good” or “bad”. Grief was simply an ex-

pression that took place in connection with a loss in life and was an accepted 

form of interaction with the world.  The Western world, (dominant culture) 

has become very grief averse, and so we experience tremendous dis-ease that 

comes from the energy left from undigested grief.  Join us in an exploration of 

different cultures and a process that helps us to move through the grief pro-

cess so that we can more fully engage with all aspects of life.   

Watch for specific details about this study to come! 



“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 

think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. For just as 

each of us has one body with many  members, and thee members do not all have the same function, so in Christ, we 

though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” (Romans 12:3-5, NIV) 

Scripture is replete with images that stress 

the unity or oneness of the body of Christ. 

Congregations celebrate the ecumenical ob-

servance of World Communion Sunday on 

the first Sunday of October, often singing 

“One Bread, One Body,” one of the most pop-

ular Eucharistic hymns written since the Ro-

man Catholic reforms of the Second Vatican 

Council (1962-1965). 

This hymn first appeared in the collection 

Wood Hath Hope (1978)  by John Foley, S.J. 

(b. 1939). Its memorable refrain draws direct-

ly upon 1 Corinthians 10:16-17: “The cup of 

blessing which we bless, is it not a sharing in 

the blood of Christ: The bread that we break, 

is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? Be-

cause there is on bread, we who are many are 

one body, for we all partake of the one 

bread.” (NRSV) 

Carl P. Daw, Jr., comments on the theological 

significance of this hymn: 

“All these biblical allusions combine to sup-

port the hymn’s central affirmation that the 

Lord’s Supper symbolizes and affects Chris-

tian unity despite the diversity of the 

church’s members. This is a radical and 

countercultural proclamation in the midst of 

social and political pressures to distinguish 

and solidify affinity groups along lines of 

Father Foley was born in Peoria, Illinois. His 

education at St. Louis University, an historic 

Jesuit institution, includes two master’s de-

grees in the fields of philosophy and theolo-

gy; and he has a Ph.D. in liturgical theology 

from The Graduate Theological Union. 

He was ordained as a Jesuit priest in 1982. He 

is known as one of the “St. Louis Jesuits” who 

have contributed to liturgical music in the 

years following Vatican II. Others include 

Dan Schutte, S.J. (b. 1947), composer of “Here 

I Am, Lord.” Father Foley served on the fac-

ulty of St. Louis University as distinguished 

liturgical theologian and was the founder and 

first director for the Center for Liturgy at St. 

Louis University.  

 

One bread, one body, one Lord of all 
One cup of blessing which we bless 

And we, though many through the earth, 
We are one body in this one Lord. 

 
Gentile or Jew, Servant or free 

Woman or man no more 
Many the gifts, many the works 

One in the Lord of all 
 

Grain for the fields 
Scattered and grown 

Gathered to one for all 
 

“One Bread, “One Body” by John B. Foley (United Methodist Hymnal No. 620) 

Hymns of the Faith  

~ Article by Solveig Nyberg 



 Make sure you are registered. October 13 is the deadline for voter reg-

istration. Go to oregonvotes.gov/register 

 Ballots will be going out beginning October 14. If you do not receive 

your ballot by October 22, call the elections office at 503-988-VOTE 

(8683). 

 Sign your ballot, then return using one of these options: 

 Mail (no stamp required!) 

 Official Ballot Drop Box (Find drop sites at multco.us/dropsites)  

 Multonmah County Library drop sites   

MAKE YOUR 

VOICE HEARD 

CHILI CHALLENGE 2020! 

Not our famous annual Chili Cook-Off —  

but just as important! 

October 2020 is Chili Challenge month—the 

whole month! The GUMC Mission Team is chal-

lenging our church family to donate 500 cans of 

prepared chili for SnowCap Community Charities 

to share with our neighbors in need. Chili makes a 

quick, warm meal on cold, rainy days. 

Every and all types of canned chili qualify and you 

may bring your donated chili to the church during 

office hours. You will find a table in the Narthex for 

your chili. The Mission Team will keep track of the 

number of cans we collect and post the results 

throughout the month.  

For those of you who find it hard to get to the gro-

cery store, you can send in a check made out to 

GUMC. Be sure to note that the funds are desig-

nated to the Chili Challenge. For each $1.50 you 

donate, we’ll purchase a can of chili and count it 

toward our challenge goal.  For example: $15.00 = 

10 cans of chili.  

https://sos.oregon.gov/voting/Pages/registration.aspx?lang=en
https://multco.us/dropsites
https://multco.us/dropsites
https://multco.us/dropsites


Items Needed for the Refugee Store 

The stream of refugees and immigrants coming to the Gresham area has 

slowed considerably in the last year, but we are still seeing one or two fami-

lies shopping in the Refugee Store at GUMC every month.  

But because we have not been coming to the church for worship, meetings 

and activities, donations of household items has been almost non-existent. 

The result is a VERY LOW supply of household items for the refugees and 

immigrants who do come in search of items for their house or apartment. 

We are in great need of the following items: 

Refugee & Immigrant 

Hospitality Organization 

MATTRESSES (queen, full and twin sizes) 

BEDS or BED FRAMES (all sizes, or adjustable) 

BLANKETS and SHEETS  (all sizes) 

As weather turns cooler, this is a critical need as 

many refugees come from warm-weather countries, 

We cannot use bed pillows unless they are new.  

BATH TOWELS (good condition or new) 

COOKING POTS AND PANS (all sizes, rice 

cookers are good) 

COOKING UTENSILS (large spoons, ladles, 

knives, strainers, spatulas, etc.) 

TABLES and CHAIRS (kitchen or dining room) 

DRINKING GLASSES and MUGS (no fancy 

stemware, please) 

If you can conveniently carry your donated items to the church, you may bring items Monday through Thursday 

when the church office is open. Put them in the hallway near the elevator. 

For larger items and furniture, please call Robert Potter (503-408-6865) to arrange for pick up. 

This is a valuable ministry that greatly helps those who are coming into our country to find a new life of peace 

and justice. THANK YOU! 

NEW FEEDING OPPORTUNITY FOR OUR COMMUNITY 

Looking for a way to be part of our community and feed others in need? There is a NEW feeding opportunity we hope you will 

consider getting involved in during these trying times. 

Dave and Lydia Henry and Kathy Kari have continued to prepare and drop off hot meals several times each month at the 

Women’s Shelter (40 women) and at Lilac Meadows Family Shelter (hosting 40 families, approx. 140 people). The only differ-

ence since the pandemic is that we cannot serve, so we simply drop off the meals. 

Due to the Covid-19 world we now live in, Human Solutions has opened a new community, Chestnut Tree Inn, which houses 

approximately 60 persons who identify as women, non-binary or gender queer. Human Solutions has now set up a “drop-off 

style” potluck dinner on Sundays, rotating between the 3 facilities. 

We are asking for your help by providing a prepared dish that will serve 12. It can be a main dish (regular or vegetari-

an), a salad, side dish, drink, or dessert. You are asked to deliver your food in a disposable container between 3-5 pm to the 

designated facility. Hot dishes closer to 5 pm as they do not have the ability to warm. On Sunday, October 11th, the potluck 

dinner will be provided at the Women’s Shelter on Burnside. Another dinner will be set up for Lilac Meadows later in October 

(date to be determined).  

If you are interested and able to donate, please contact Kathy directly (tklady@aol.com or 630-632-2879) and she will sign you 

up and provide all the details. 

Thank you in advance for your support of our Meal Ministry. Please know we are making a difference at these facilities and 

they greatly appreciate GUMC support each month. 

 Chestnut Tree Inn—9699 SE Stark Street, Portland        Women’s Shelter—16141 E Burnside Street, Portland 

Lilac Meadows—7749 SE Powell Blvd., Portland 

  



 

October 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     BIRTHDAYS  

Ruth Hoffmann 

Kurt Engelstad 

Clark Hofmann 

Barbara Rohlena 

Martha Hug 

Mark Snyder 

Jean Kronholm 

Claire Ross 

Walt McCoy 

Paul Ricker 

Judy Hoppe 

Brett Wall 

Autumn Bullock 

Julie Aalbers 

Kadie Ross 

Leta Anderson 

Linda Bush  

 

     ANNIVERSARIES 

Lynn & Kathy Stafford 

Pat & Terri Kessell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lydia Henry and Trista Wynne are working to-

gether to design a beautiful 

Advent Devotional 

for our congregation.  We will be soliciting your 

reflections, poems, written prayers, photographs, 

and artwork for this collection!  Please begin con-

templating how you might like to contribute to 

our Advent Devotional.  Contact Lydia Henry or 

Trista Wynne if you are interested in learning 

more.  



This past weekend, 35 different families were represented in 

helping with the harvest in our Common Good Garden and 

receiving freshly grown produce. All of the families who 

partook of the harvest were very grateful for the fresh pro-

duce that has been tended with love! Eighteen of those 

families also received food gift cards.  

The GREENHOUSE is coming! Big thanks to the 

crew who worked on the demo of the old play-

ground to make way for the Greenhouse which 

will be installed as part of the Common Good 

Garden. 

Workers included Doug Moore, Ron Gustafson, 

Jim Fellers, Randy Trautman, Byron Wills, Adam 

Jenkins, Michael Vest and Steve Lewis.  



WOMEN’S NEWS 

October 2020 

It has been months since Women’s Fellowship 

could meet. Do you remember what we did at 

our first meeting in 2020? The January meeting 

included a service project for SnowCap Commu-

nity Services . Our February meeting presenter 

was Joanne Stewart. Her program about Black 

Pioneers in Oregon and sharing her personal 

experiences helped us understand more about the 

impacts of laws and social systems on individuals. 

Our March meeting “Take the Right Steps” provided helpful ideas about 

avoiding falls and injuries at home and when we are out and about. 

During our stay at home time, many of you have continued making 

shawls, blankets and hats to distribute to those in crisis. Once again, 

many of you made delicious salads for the Women’s Shelter, and some 

of you are reading books from the Reading Program list. These programs 

and activities remind me of the great opportunities for learning and fel-

lowship that UMW provides. We are hoping that our churches will be 

able to safely open up in a few months so we can continue our fellow-

ship, programs, and service to others.  

 Doctors, mental health practitioners and counselors are warning us that 2020 

could be a record year for domestic violence incidents. The Covid-19 pandemic 

stresses of losing jobs, businesses, and even homes, changes in working condi-

tions, children and youth learning from home, isolation and stay-home regula-

tions, etc., are giving way to feelings of discouragement, loss of control, hopeless-

ness, boredom, anger and self-doubt. Add to that the stresses of wildfires, floods, 

tornadoes, and drought, etc., and we have a perfect storm of frustrations that 

lead to domestic violence! According to a CDC survey, 20 Americans experience 

intimate partner violence every minute. That totals 10 MILLION VICTIMS A YEAR! … and that does not include 

psychological abuse and violence! 

It is important to check on people you know who you think might be experiencing domestic violence. Offer them 

your support by listening to them, offering them resources and encouragement to find safety for themselves. The 

National Domestic Violence hotline phone number is 1-800-799-SAFE (or 7233). The Portland Women’s Crisis Hot-

line is 503-235-5333. 

 

Even in the midst of a virus pandemic, 

economic stress, violent demonstrations 

and wildfires, we can find reasons to be 

thankful. Put coins (or bills) in your 

THANK OFFERING for the first respond-

ers, health care workers, fire fighters, 

city police, volunteers and all those who 

put their lives on the line to keep us safe 

and minimize human suffering. 

 

 



RECOGNITIONS 

We are proud to announce that LYDIA HENRY from GUMC has been chosen to be the Vice President of 

the UMW Columbia District Leadership Team! Lydia has been the UM Columbia District Lay Leader for 

the past five years, and she will now be using her knowledge, talents, and enthusiasm to help lead Unit-

ed Methodist Women in putting our Faith, Hope, and Love into Action! 

ROZ COLLINS was recently elected by the Western Jurisdiction to be an alternate Director to the Na-

tional Board of Directors of United Methodist Women, Inc. Congratulations, Roz… We are proud of you! 

Again we call your attention to the Charter for Racial Justice Award that was given to JOANNE STEW-

ART by the United Methodist Women of the OR/ID Conference for her work in developing, producing an 

presenting programs of “An Abbreviated History of the African American Experience in Oregon.” Jo-

anne used historical documents and writings and personal experiences of discrimination to make us 

more aware of the prejudicial treatment of Blacks in the past and present history of Oregon. Joanne’s 

aware was announced via Zoom meetings of the District and Conference UMW meetings. 

October 10 is KATHERINE PARKER’S birthday! Katherine is our “Covenant Missionary Partner” serving 

in Nepal. She has been living with her parents in California since March when all international flights 

were cancelled because of the pandemic. She hopes to be allowed to return to Nepal sometime in Oc-

tober. Remember to keep Katherine in your daily prayers. 

GRESHAM WOMEN earned recognition from the Oregon-Idaho Conference UMW for our 2019 pro-

grams and outreach activities. To encourage women to be involved in prayer, study and action, there is 

a Healthy Vital Unit checklist which records activities for the year. Our unit had a good variety of pro-

grams and activities within our church, and individuals were also involved in District and Conference 

studies and activities. 

Domestic violence is not just a problem in the U.S. In every country, gender-based 

violence is a tragic reality. This violence is frequently hidden as victims are often si-

lent, fearing stigma and further violence. We ALL have a responsibility to speak out 

against violence to ensure that women and men, boys and girls, are safe from rape 

and violence in homes, schools, work places, on the streets and wherever they find 

themselves in society.  

Thursdays in Black is an ecumenical campaign to end sexual and gender-based vio-

lence world-wide. This movement was a reaction born out of the United Nations Bei-

jing Women’s Conference platform to promote awareness of stories of rape used as 

a weapon of war, gender injustice, abuse and violence everywhere in the world. 

Even though we are not going many places in this year of the Covid-19 pandemic, we can be aware of efforts local-

ly, nationally and world-wide to address this horrific problem in all societies. OCTOBER 22nd is the national WEAR 

PURPLE DAY in our country. It is appropriate to WEAR BLACK every Thursday to call attention to the efforts to elimi-

nate domestic violence in our world! 

 



EDUCATION — ADVOCACY — ACTION 
 

You Are Invited  
To Join The 

Peace and Justice Team Virtual Forum 
 

  "Honoring Indigenous Peoples’ Day" 
 

Sunday, October 11th - 2:00 to 3:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest Speakers 
 
 

**Guest Presenters** 
 

Sophia Buck – Flute Solo 
Rev. Allen Buck – Great Spirit UMC 

Lluvia Merello – Andean/Inca Quechua 
Rodi Bragg – Chumash/Mayan 

Portland Indigenous Marketplace 
Guest Indigenous Musicians 

Storytelling – Ed Edmo –Shoshone-Bannock  
 

1:45 – Fellowship-Social Time 
2:00 – 3:30 Forum 

 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89687308134 
                                 You will link into a waiting room until the host admits you into the forum 

              You may phone-in and participate (253-215-8782) if zoom isn’t an option. 
Contact GUMC Office if you have questions: 503.665.1192 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89687308134


Jan - Aug 20 Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Pledged Giving 145,647.04 210,200.00 69.3%
Non-Pledged Giving 25,021.00 32,000.00 78.2%
Loose Plate Offering 1,038.00 4,000.00 26.0%
MHCC Headstart Preschool 9,051.00 16,000.00 56.6%
MHCC Headstart Preschool Upper 10,545.00 20,000.00 52.7%
Building Usage 4,101.77 10,000.00 41.0%
Unrestrict Endowment (Salary) 3,750.00 7,500.00 50.0%
Malcolm Endowment/Music-Worship 0.00 2,400.00 0.0%
Hougen Endowment/Meals Ministry 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%
Fanning Endowment/Bldg Maint 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%
Misc. Income 550.33 500.00 110.1%

Shortfall Transfer from Reserve 0.00 12,925.96 0.0%

Total Income 199,704.14 317,525.96 62.9%

Gross Profit 199,704.14 317,525.96 62.9%

Expense
Apportionments-Mand 27,902.69 41,854.00 66.7%

Pastor Compensation 68,399.34 102,750.96 66.6%

Compensation-Staff 48,582.74 92,960.00 52.3%

Tax 4,429.91 8,930.00 49.6%

Trustees
Property/Grounds Maintenance 0.00 200.00 0.0%
Insurance-Building 8,722.55 12,000.00 72.7%
Janitorial Supplies 1,000.07 2,000.00 50.0%
Utilities-Electricity 5,372.19 12,000.00 44.8%
Utilities-Natural Gas 2,911.70 7,000.00 41.6%
Utilities-Telephone 1,402.94 2,600.00 54.0%
Utilities-Waste Disposal 1,213.82 2,500.00 48.6%
Utilities-Water, Sewer 6,177.14 10,000.00 61.8%
Van - Passenger 127.75 1,000.00 12.8%

Total Trustees 26,928.16 49,300.00 54.6%

Office Operations 6,622.18 9,006.00 73.5%

Programs/Ministries
Conference Lay Member 0.00 250.00 0.0%
Covenant Missionary 0.00 1,500.00 0.0%
Education 134.69 600.00 22.4%

Media/TechnologyAdvertising 753.85 1,800.00 41.9%
Missions Team 25.03 500.00 5.0%
Music/Ministries 9 AM 0.00 200.00 0.0%
Music/ Ministries 11 AM 822.79 1,200.00 68.6%
Peace and Justice Team 50.00 500.00 10.0%
Shelter Meals Ministry 773.54 3,600.00 21.5%
Sunday Fellowships 333.80 700.00 47.7%
Reconciling Ministries Team 221.77 800.00 27.7%
Worship 518.73 925.00 56.1%

Total Programs/Ministries 3,634.20 12,575.00 28.9%

Bank Charge 47.54 150.00 31.7%

Total Expense 186,546.76 317,525.96 58.8%

Net Ordinary Income 13,157.38 0.00 100.0%

Net Income 13,157.38 0.00 100.0%

7:06 PM Gresham United Methodist Church
Performance Budget 2020

January through August 2020



Worship Online 

Virtual worship services are posted 

each Sunday on the church’s web-

site:  Greshamumc.com.  

  

Senior Pastor:  Dr. Steven Lewis 
   503-515-5468 
   steve@greshamumc.com 
 
Assistant Pastor   Trista Wynne 
Director of Ministries trista@greshamumc.com 
 
Treasurer:  LaVerne Lewis 
   treasurer@greshamumc.com 
 
Office Admin:  Jackie Scott 
   office@greshamumc.com 
 
Organist:   Bonnie Meeder 
   bonnie@greshamumc.com 
 
Choir & Bell Director: Solveig Nyberg 
   solveig@greshamumc.com 
 
Praise Director:  Chance Eichner 
   chance@greshamumc.com 
 

Gresham United Methodist Church 

620 NW 8th Street 

Gresham, OR 97030 

 

Phone: 503-665-1192 

E-mail: office@greshamumc.com 

www.greshamumc.com 
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