
 



Property Sale:   part ii 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

Last month I outlined the process and plan to sell two lots off of Norman Street, with the proceeds going to 

the unrestricted endowment. This month I would like to say a little more about the sale and the proceeds 

from the sale of these lots. 

The Church Council will request a date for a charge conference, hopefully for the end of March. Due to 

Covid-19 restrictions, we cannot meet as a congregation to discuss and vote on the land sale. I am working 

with the District Superintendent to determine how we can offer opportunities to vote on the property sale. 

The United Methodist discipline outlines specific guidelines for Charge Conference meetings; however, no 

one accounted for a Covid-19 crisis. We will create a means for all members to vote who want to partici-

pate in the process. 

Currently, our unrestricted endowment can be used to further and support current and future ministries of 

the church. Since 2014 the interest of the unrestricted endowment has gone to support he assistant pastor 

position. The addition of $200,000—$300,000 to the current $170,000 will allow for more support to our 

ministries without additional budget impact. 

As we age as a congregation, and as the landscape of our society changes away from church involvement, 

endowments will play a larger role in sustaining the ministries of the church. If you are interested in giving 

to the endowment for a particular area of ministry, or to the general unrestricted endowment, I would be 

happy to discuss the possibilities. 

I will host a Zoom conversation on Thursday, March 18, from 7:00-8:00 pm to explore any questions 

that you may have about the sale, the proceeds, or the overall project. I have not had any questions raised 

thus far from the article in the February newsletter. Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 steve@greshamumc.com 

 

mailto:steve@greshamumc.com
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March 
    

 BIRTHDAYS  

Brandon Wall   

Rebecca Flynn 

Randy Trautman 

Joseph Madrigal 

Pete White 

Adam Jenkins 

Sarah Madrigal 

Joel Mumford 

Jeff Reardon 

Julia Wakeham 

Jeanie Kleen 

Kathy Moore 

  

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 

Buddy Magistrado & 

            Penny Samson 

Randy & Molly Trautman 

  

 

 

 



  

Re: JEANNE PULLIAM 

We regret that we had  a typo in the February 

newsletter for Jeanne’s address. The correct 

address is: 

8604 SE Causey, Apt. 226 

Happy Valley, OR 97086 

Thank you all for your prayers, cards, calls, and 

meals during my recovery. You have blessed me. 

~ Laurel Grimsted 

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

MEETING 

MONDAY, MARCH 1 

6:30 pm 

ZOOM LINK 

CORRECTION 

has been offered for the last two months via Facebook Live 
as a way of introducing the practice of praying through our 
bodies.  

During the month of March, instead of the Live platform, we 
will be preparing a pre-recorded version of Shibashi which 
will be available on our website.  Watch your email for the 

date of release!  

Shibashi Morning Prayer and Stretch  

Grief Support Group Update 

As more of our faith family receives their vaccines, we 
will begin offering small groups for support and heal-
ing.  If you are interested in joining us, please call the 
office or contact Trista by 
email: trista@greshamumc.com.  

 

Dear Church Family, 

Cecil is doing PT twice a week at home. His physical 

therapist is very pleased with his progress and 

OT will start soon. Thank you for your cards and 

prayers.                                   ~ Cecil & Gail Miller 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86829607449?pwd=L1FYQXh0emp2TzJNUTZsWWxxZkt2Zz09
mailto:trista@greshamumc.com


Friends, 

It is with mixed emotions that I share that I am 

moving to Texas where my first grandson was 

born in November. Kathy and I want to be closer 

to Michael and Lauren so we can enjoy the early [and hopefully all] of 

the years watching Landon grow. I expect I’ll be back to visit, of course. 

It has been an enormous privilege to be part of this congregation, and 

the various roles I have accepted have been an important part of my 

spiritual growth. I am grateful for those opportunities and the many 

friendships formed along the way. Our church has done some wonderful 

things for our community for many years, and we can be proud of all that work. 

While I am disappointed Covid messes up seeing many of you before I leave, I’ll gladly accept your 

prayers for safe travels and new beginnings. You will no doubt be in my prayers for good health, 

happiness, and spiritual growth. Our country is polarized and challenged on many levels, but if we 

focus on doing something positive close to home, I truly believe we can make our world a better 

place. I think I learned that from my participation here.  

Thanks for all of the love and support over the years and I feel truly blessed having been drawn in-

to this congregation with open and loving arms. Blessings, 

~ Doug Moore 

Hopefully, our snowy days—with 

their beauty and challenges—are 

well behind us now!  

But I came across some photos 

that remind us of  the majesty 

that a fresh mantle of snow can 

bring, and I wanted to share them 

with you.  

Here’s to the memories!  



“How Firm a Foundation” 

HYMNS OF THE FAITH 

The authorship of this great hymn of the faith is one 

of the great hymnological mysteries. 
 

When John Rippon, pastor of Carter Lane Baptist 

Church in London, published A Selection of Hymns 

from the Best Authors in 1787, the attribution for 

this hymn appeared only as “K—-.” Hymnologist 

William Reynolds notes that the 1822 edition desig-

nated the author as “Kn,” and the 1835 edition of 

the collection indicated “Keen.” Finally, an 1844 

edition ascribed authorship to “Kirkham.”     
 

“How Firm a Foundation” was sung frequently in 

both the North and South before the Civil War. It 

has been noted that Andrew Jackson requested it 

be sung at his deathbed, and Robert E. Lee asked 

it be sung at his funeral. It was a favorite of Theo-

dore Roosevelt as well. 
 

The anonymous folk tune FOUNDATION is an 

American contribution to the hymn that first ap-

pears with the text in Joseph Fund’s 1832 Genuine 

Church Music under the tune name PROTECTION. 

Hymnology scholar Harry Eskew concluded that 

PROTECTION was a new, previously unpublished 

tune, whose composer remains unknown. 
 

The tune appears in the famous American 19th-

century collections such as The Sacred Harp 

(1844) and Southern Harmony (1854) with some 

melodic variations and with changes in harmony, 

but R.M. McIntosh’s Tabor or the Richmond Collec-

tion of Sacred Music (1866) provides us the pre-

sent forms found in most Baptist and Methodist  

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in his excellent word! 

What more can he say than to you he hath said, 

To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

United Methodist Hymnal No. 529 

from Rippon’s Selection of Hymns 

hymnals. Earlier hymnals in the U.S. often used the 

tune ADESTE FIDELIS, associated indelibly with 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 

 

Originally written with seven 4-line stanzas, five are 

included in the United Methodist Hymnal. A de-

tailed scriptural analysis of the hymn by hymnolo-

gist Albert Bailey reveals that stanza two quotes 

Isaiah 41:10 almost verbatim: “Fear thou not; for I 

am with thee; be not dismayed for I am thy God. I 

will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, I will 

uphold thee with the right hand of my righteous-

ness.”’ 
 

The final stanza is influenced by Deuteronomy 

31:6,8: “Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, 

nor be afraid of them: for the LORD thy God, he it 

is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor 

forsake thee… “ 
 

Regardless of the authorship, we know that this 

hymn was written by a Christian who was extreme-

ly knowledgeable of the promises of God found in 

Scripture, and who had most likely called upon 

those promises for strength in times of tribulation.  
 

After the hymn arrived in the Untied States, one 

can be sure that tit was a hymn that comforted 

many on both sides of the Civil War. This sermon 

in song continues to speak just as meaningfully.  

 

 

~ contributed by Solveig Nyberg 

 



WOMEN’S NEWS 

March 2021 

In celebration of International Women’s Day, 

ZOOM with us for a time of fellowship with your GUMC 

friends! 

 Bring your tea, coffee, or favorite drink to the zoom with 

you. 

 Snacks are optional! 

 See and visit with your friends… Share greetings and 

smiles! 

 Wear your hat! 

 Learn about the Little Library Ministry at GUMC.          

Remember your favorite book(s) when you were a child. 

Tea Party ZOOM LINK 

(Zoom link will also be sent via email from the GUMC office.) 

To all women of Gresham United Methodist Church. . .  

Tea Party 
Monday, March 8 at 2:00 pm 

A Prayer for Living in Covid-19 Times (and good for reading every day!) 

Giving God, 

Thank you for all you have given us. 

We tend to take our blessings for granted rather than appreciate them as we should: 

A warm house, food to eat, many ways to experience the wonders of your world, a church  with friends,  

walks to communicate when we cannot be together.  

All of these come from you. 

We know many around us are hurting, especially in this time of pandemic. 

Many have lost jobs and are fearful of losing their housing; lines at food banks are longer than 

they have ever been. 

People are afraid of getting sick or losing loved ones. 

Many have already died and have left grieving families. 

Help us be your hands and feet in the world. Show us how to be creative and show  

your  love to others in both old and new ways. 

 Help us to serve you.  

 Amen. 

Diane Jackson,  UMW President Santa Rosa, CA 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86227563184?pwd=RFgxaHdyYUxwWTNxK2VuZ0p1UC9UUT09


Gresham Women Are 

Thankful Women! 

In these winter days of cold temperatures, 

Put a dime in your Thank Offering for every 
coat you have in your closet. 

Think about those who have no coat to keep 
them warm. 

March 5— Church Women United will observe International World Day of Prayer with  a program 

written by women in the South Pacific. If you would like to participate, call Roz Collins (503-618-9999) for the 

Zoom link before March 3. Log on at 9:45 ; worship begins at 10:10. 

March 8—Tea Party via Zoom for all women of the church! 2:00 pm  

March 8—International Women’s Day is a global day of celebrating the social, economic, cultural 

and political achievements of women! It is also a day of taking action against gender inequality around the 

world. 

March 15—RETELL will Zoom at 10:00 am to discuss “The Alice Network” by Kate Quinn. Books to 

read for future discussions are: 

 April: “The Royal Nanny” by Karen Harper 

 May: “The Giver of Stars” by JoJo Moyes 

 June: “Ordinary Grace” by William Kent Kruger 

 March 23—152nd Birthday of United Methodist Women!  

 Until poverty, violence, inequality, racism, preventable deaths cease, 

  Until women and children are no longer marginalized, 

   Until we lie in a world in which all thrive, 

    Women need to be organized for mission! 

     Call Roz Collins to make a Pledge to Mission 

 

March 29—”So You Want to Talk about Race” book study beings via Zoom, 2:00 pm. There are two 

books for the study on the reading cart in the west fellowship room at the church. Pick one up to read...return 

it to the church or pass it on to another woman. But remember: You can still join the study if you have not 

read the book! The other two dates for the study will be April 12 and April 26. 

Dates to Remember 



Jan 21 Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Pledged Giving 26,367.00 170,000.00 15.5%
Non-Pledged Giving 1,895.00 32,000.00 5.9%
Loose Plate Offering 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%
MHCC Headstart Preschool 1,293.00 16,000.00 8.1%
MHCC Headstart Preschool Upper 2,109.00 20,000.00 10.5%
Building Usage 0.00 5,000.00 0.0%
Unrestrict Endowment (Salary) 0.00 7,500.00 0.0%
Misc. Income 0.00 500.00 0.0%

Trans Fm 2016 Cap. Campag 0.00 10,039.00 0.0%
Designated Contribs 2021 Budget 5,000.00 8,500.00 58.8%
Fund Balance Carryover 2020 0.00 25,867.00 0.0%

Total Income 36,664.00 296,406.00 12.4%

Gross Profit 36,664.00 296,406.00 12.4%

Expense
Apportionments-Mand 3,181.00 42,000.00 7.6%

Pastor Compensation 8,103.29 102,751.00 7.9%

Compensation-Staff 5,300.84 83,277.00 6.4%

Tax 474.77 9,722.00 4.9%

Trustees 6,264.04 41,100.00 15.2%

Office Operations 1,109.90 9,056.00 12.3%

Programs/Ministries
Conference Lay Member 0.00 250.00 0.0%
Covenant Missionary 0.00 1,500.00 0.0%
Education 0.00 300.00 0.0%

Media/TechnologyAdvertising 275.00 1,800.00 15.3%
Missions Team 0.00 250.00 0.0%
Music/ Ministries 11 AM 0.00 1,000.00 0.0%
Peace and Justice Team 0.00 250.00 0.0%
Shelter Meals Ministry 97.04 2,000.00 4.9%
Sunday Fellowships 0.00 350.00 0.0%
Reconciling Ministries Team 0.00 400.00 0.0%
Worship 0.00 400.00 0.0%

Total Programs/Ministries 372.04 8,500.00 4.4%

Total Expense 24,805.88 296,406.00 8.4%

Net Ordinary Income 11,858.12 0.00 100.0%

Net Income 11,858.12 0.00 100.0%

10:26 AM Gresham United Methodist Church
Performance Budget 2021

January 2021



Senior Pastor:  Dr. Steven Lewis 
   503-515-5468 
   steve@greshamumc.com 
 
Assistant Pastor   Trista Wynne 
Director of Ministries trista@greshamumc.com 
 
Treasurer:  LaVerne Lewis 
   treasurer@greshamumc.com 
 
Office Admin:  Jackie Scott 
   office@greshamumc.com 
 
Organist:   Bonnie Meeder 
   bonnie@greshamumc.com 
 
Choir & Bell Director: Solveig Nyberg 
   solveig@greshamumc.com 
 
Praise Director:  Chance Eichner 
   chance@greshamumc.com 
 

Worship Online 

Virtual worship services are posted 

each Sunday on the church’s 

website:  Greshamumc.com.  

  

Gresham United Methodist Church 

 

620 NW 8th Street 

Gresham, OR 97030 

 

Phone: 503-665-1192 

E-mail: office@greshamumc.com 
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