
Ash Wednesday 2021 

A Service of Transformation and Healing 
 

Order of Service: 

 
Opening Video - (showing the burning of Prayer Stars 

and Palms from last year’s Palm Sunday and Advent 

season)   

 Song: “As a Fire is Meant for Burning” (TFWS 2237) (Solveig Nyberg) 

Welcoming Words: Instructions for participatory worship   (Trista Wynne) 

Meditation Music/ “Prelude for Ash Wed” (Craig A Penfield) (Bonnie Meeder) 

“Prayer of Ashes for Covid Times”    (Trista Wynne) 

Meditation Song: “Give me a Clean Heart” (TFWS 2133) (Solveig Nyberg) 

Scripture Reading -  Micah 6:8 (NRSV)    (Tina Heal) 

Pastoral Reflection - “Our Hearts are Weighed Down”  (Trista Wynne) 

“Prayer of Confession” (as rewritten below from 2019)  (Lydia Henry) 

Song: “Come and Fill our Hearts” (TFWS 2157)  (Solveig Nyberg) 

Worship Words - “Prepare the way: The Purple Cloth”  (Lydia Henry) 

Scripture Reading - 2 Cor 4:16-18 (NRSV)     (Tina Heal) 

“Prayer of Healing and Hope”     (Trista Wynne) 

 Song: “"When we are Living" (UMH 356)   (Solveig Nyberg) 

Closing Words       (Lydia Henry) 

Postlude – “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (arr. John Carter) (Bonnie Meeder) 

+++ 

  
Service Leaders Today: 

Trista Wynne, Assistant Pastor  
  and Director of Ministries 
 
Lydia Henry, Congregational Minister 

Tina Heal, Council Chair 

 

Musical Offerings by: 

Solveig Nyberg, Choir Director 
   Piano and Vocals 

Bonnie Meeder, Organist 
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Ash Wednesday – A Service of Transformation and Healing 

 

*** A Prayer of Ashes for Covid Times *** 

In this service of ashes in Covid Times, we remember that we are earth, and to earth we 
shall return.  We pray for all who have died of the Covid virus.  We ask for their spirits to 
be at peace and their bodies to be treated with love and care.  We pray for their families 
and friends, and for all who are caring for patients still in their process of dying or 
recovery.  For all who have died, and for all who are in their process of dying, 
 L: God of Grace and Mercy, 
  P: Hear our prayer. 
+++ 

We pray for all who have had loved ones die of many different causes during this time 
of isolation.  Their grief for the death of their beloved ones is compounded by the 
anxiety and fear so prevalent in our society.  Human relationships are a sacred gift in 
the process of grieving well, and we long to be with those who are hurting so deeply in 
our community.  Draw near to all who mourn this day, O Love, and bring them comfort 
in the night. 
 L: God of Compassion and Love, 
  P: Hear our prayer. 
+++ 

We remember O Great Dreamer, that You formed us by hand, shaping us from the 
heart of the Earth.  From Her we receive continuous nourishment while we are alive, 
and to Her we shall return when we breathe our final breath.  And yet, we have, on the 
whole, adopted a way of living that causes damage to our Earthen Mother, that breaks 
covenant with our fellow earthen creatures and abandons the Order of the Divine 
Natural World, as it was originally crafted. 
 

We ask forgiveness for our folly and forgetfulness.  Bring us back into right relationship 
with our Earthen Mother, with all of the Elemental Forces and with the Creatures of land 
and sea and sky.  Help us to live in balance with Creation, of which we humans are only 
a small part. 
 L: God of Creation and Renewal, 
  P: Hear our prayer. 
+++ 

Blessed Christ, You came to show us how to love and how to live in relationship with 
one another.  You crossed perceived boundaries between the peoples, bringing healing 
and comfort and joy.  You inspired actions of generosity, brought hope to the hopeless 
and compassion to the poor.  Gender, creed and race were not impenetrable walls, but 
permeable boundaries through which You flowed with wisdom, ease and 
grace.  Although we desire to follow You, we struggle to walk with such grace and 
ease.  We wrestle with fear of one another and set up defenses to keep the perceived 
“other” away. 
 

We break relationship with one another and forget our common humanity.  We label 
ourselves and one another in ways that cause separation and division, rejecting Your 
Sacred Gifts of Reconciliation and Equity, Justice and Mercy.  Please help us to open 
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our hearts, to see through the lens of another perspective.  Help us to see beyond our 
current societal context, to hear the Ancestors of this Land, to see the pain that still 
remains, and to seek forgiveness for past and present transgressions.  Guide us, O 
Christ, in paths that lead to Healing, Balance, Reconciliation, Justice, Equity, Renewal 
and Peace. 
 L: God of Incarnate Love, 
  P: Hear our prayer. 
+++ 

Cleanse us, O Spirit of Truth, O Refining Fire.  Purify our hearts and help us to live in a 
good way.  Bring us back into right relationship with You, with our fellow human dust 
creatures and with the whole of Creation.  Restore us, O God.  Breathe new life into us 
and help us to live in a good way so we can receive Your Blessed Repose when we 
breathe our last. 
 

O Bringer of Life and Healing in Death, we pray all of these things in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
+++ 

*** Prayer of Confession *** 
(Reworded from 2019) 

O God of life, we confess the ways we turn 
away from the fullness of life that you offer. 
[silence] 

God of love, we acknowledge the hatred we hold in our hearts. [silence] 

God of compassion, we recognize our disconnection from our common humanity. 
[silence] 

God of justice, we admit that our lives are linked to oppressive systems. [silence] 

God of Creation, deepen our awareness of creation’s groaning for healing and 
wholeness again. [silence] 

God of Grace and Mercy, we lift our communal and personal sins to you, inviting your 
work within our hearts today. [silence] 

+++ 

*** Prayer of Hope and Healing *** 

O Lord, You have heard our prayers of Ash in these Covid Times and received 
our Prayers of Confession.  We have offered them with hearts that are prepared to 
turn once again to the Ways that lead to Life, to Healing and to Wholeness for 
all.  Look into our hearts and receive our prayers into Yours.   
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Help us remember who we are so we can be restored to a right Relationship with 
You, with our fellow human dirt creatures, and with the whole of creation. 

Beloved ones in Christ, receive the words of 
assurance and pardon.  Through Jesus Christ 
our shame has been removed, our 
transgressions blotted out and Divine 
Relationship restored.  Scripture tells us that 
we are being transformed into His image, 
from one degree of glory to another, and the 
mystics tell us we are constantly in the 
process of being regenerated and restored in 
this beautiful womb of Christ’s love.   

So, let us take heart!  Let us not be fearful or discouraged.  We are still in the process of 
remembering how to be human.  Let us have grace upon ourselves and have grace with 
one another. 

This very day, we have been re-created in the image of Christ.  May we walk the Lenten 
road of Hope and Healing in ways that honor this New Creation.  Help us, O Blessed 
Christ, to honor this Sacred Reality.  In Your holy name we pray, Amen. 

+++ 

As we begin the season of Lent, GUMC is offering resources to assist with this continued 

Journey of Hope and Healing.  Watch your email or USPS box for the Lenten Times: A 

Moment of Repose.  This will be sent out on a weekly basis with suggestions for activating your 

spirituality in these Lenten Times. 

If you are not on our email or mailing list and 

would like to receive updates from our faith 

community, please call our office (503-665-1192) 

or email Jackie: office@greshamumc.com and 

request to be added to our newsletter list. 

+++ 

Blessings upon your Journey of Hope and 

Healing!  We pray that this Ash Wednesday 

service has been a nourishing beginning to the 

season of Lent. 

mailto:office@greshamumc.com

